PRESS RELEASE

(This press release should be completed with your organization’s information and can be printed
on your letterhead.)

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Contact: (YOUR NAME), (YOUR PHONE, E-MAIL, AND WEBSITE)

Oregon Poet Laureate Visits (community name)

(YOUR CITY, Ore.)—(month, day, year of press release)—Oregon’s Poet Laureate, Ellen
Waterston, will [present a poetry readings and discussion or lead a poetry workshop or other
specific activity] at (venue — name and address) on (date) at (time). [Please add any other
relevant information about the program itself.]

Ellen Waterston was named to a two-year appointment as Oregon's tenth poet laureate by
Governor Tina Kotek on August 14, 2024. Waterston is a celebrated poet/writer, teacher and
speaker who lives in Bend. Much of her award-winning poetry and prose is inspired by the
remote reaches of southeastern Oregon’s Outback. She has published four poetry titles: “I Am
Madagascar, Between Desert Seasons,” “Via Lactéa” and “Hotel Domilocos,” as well as three
award-winning literary nonfiction titles: “Walking the High Desert,” “Where the Crooked River
Rises,” and “Then There Was No Mountain.”

In addition to her work as an author, Waterston founded the for-profit Writing Ranch, offering
retreats and workshops for established and emerging writers. She founded the Waterston Desert
Writing Prize, annually recognizing a nonfiction book proposal that examines the role of deserts
in the human narrative, now a program of The High Desert Museum. She has instructed creative
writing at high school and undergraduate levels and authored the original feasibility study for
OSU Cascades Low Residency MFA in Creative Writing, where she now teaches.

For more information about this free event, please contact (name) at (phone) or (e-mail).

[The following language is required on press materials]

The Poet Laureate program is a collaborative project of the state's five statewide cultural
partners, Oregon Arts Commission, Oregon Heritage Commission, Oregon Historical Society,
Oregon Humanities, and the State Historic Preservation Office. The program is funded by the
Oregon Cultural Trust and managed by Oregon Humanities. More information and program
history can be found at http://www.oregonpoetlaureate.org/.
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