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PART 2: ECONOMIC BENEFITS OF OREGON'S HERITAGE

Heritage Tradition Spotlight:
University of Oregon Mother’s Day Powwow (1969)

The Powwow came out of the Indian Relocation Act of 1956,
when the U.S. Government compelled Native Americans
to leave reservations and traditional lands for cities. While
many of the promises the U.S. Government made in exchange
for relocation (jobs, training, moving expenses) did not
materialize, this migration led many Native Americans—
displaced from their traditional lands across the country—
to seek each other out. This took the form of intercultural
exchange through the Powwow, which in turn led to
intertribal organizing throughout the 1960s. The Mother’s
Day Powwow, held at the University of Oregon, is Oregon’s
oldest documented Powwow. It features connection, dancing,
recognition of accomplishments, honoring mothers, and
sharing of food through a Salmon Bake.

The nature of the event, which brings tribal members and non-
tribal memberstogether fromacrossthe country,is associated
with visitation and related spending. This economic footprint,
however, is a relatively small indication of the economic
value the event creates. The Powwow is a perfect example of
social capital in action: building and reinforcing connections
between people, year after year, with tangible outcomes that

improve quality of life.
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The modern Powwow in the 1950s led to broader organizing
among tribes and movement toward greater recognition and
justice for Native Americans. The Mother’s Day Powwow is
open to everyone and showcases the heritage and culture of
many Native Americans, including the people who originally
inhabited the land we today know as Oregon. The land the
Powwow takes place on at the University of Oregon is the
traditional indigenous homeland of the Kalapuya people. It
also reinforces cultural value through intergenerational and
intercultural transmission of traditions, which is instrumental
in preserving heritage for future generations.
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